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Content Organization & Layout Tips  

Branding Web Part Frames 

Search Tweaks 

Spotlights, Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Agenda 



Consider having 2 master pages one with the left navigation & one 
without 
– Generally speaking if you have the left navigation stick with only 2 columns of 

content 

 
Consider creating a centered, fixed-width layout when you need to ensure 
a consistent layout look and feel.  Full width layouts can sometimes 
produce excessive content “stretching” with widescreen monitors 
 
Try to ensure that content on the home welcome page and any major 
secondary landing page does not require left to right scrolling 
 
Focus on having the important content “above the fold” 
 
Use tabs to fit more content on a page without needing to show it all at 
once 

Layout Tips 



 

Screen 1 



 

Screen 2 





When using fly out menus make sure they don’t “trap” links behind them 
 
When using fly out menus try to limit any menu to no more ~8 items.  The 
longer the fly out menu the more likely it will be confusing/ignored. 
– Reserve the fly out menu options to frequently accessed pages/links/etc… 
– A possible solution is to include a “More…” link that takes users to a secondary 

landing page 
– Utilize secondary landing pages to provider further detailed navigation options 

including items in the left hand navigation 

 
The vertical top navigation options should never “crowd” other 
branding/elements 
 
Similar to the fly out menus when possible try to limit the top level menu 
items to a reasonable number (<8) 
 

 
 

Navigation Tips 



Navigation Overload? 



Options for styling web part frames include 

– Adding a shadow 

– Rounded corners 

– Image Icons 

These style changes can be linked in via the  
the master page, page layout or in HTML Form 
web parts.  

 

Styling & Branding Effects For Web Parts 



Shadows 



CSS Class Used: s4-wpcell and s4-wpTopTable 
.s4-wpcell{ 
 background-color: #fff; 
-moz-box-shadow: 0 0 2px 2px #e6e6e6; 
-webkit-box-shadow: 0 0 2px 2px #e6e6e6; 
box-shadow: 0 0 2px 2px #e6e6e6; 
filter: progid:DXImageTransform.Microsoft.Blur(PixelRadius=2,MakeShadow=true,ShadowOpacity=0.10);        
 -ms-filter: "progid:DXImageTransform.Microsoft.Blur(PixelRadius=2,MakeShadow=true,ShadowOpacity=0.10)"; 
zoom: 1; 
} 
(This creates the shadow effect to the right and bottom of the web part zone) 
 

s4-wpTopTable{ 
 position: relative;  
 background-color: #fff; 
 border-left:solid 1px #e6e6e6 !important; 
 border-top:solid 1px #e6e6e6 !important; 
 } 

(This creates a border to compliment the shadow as well as creates a white background to the web part, if not used, the web part 
background would be grey because of the shadow effect. The Position: Relative keeps the zone with the content inside of it on top of 
the shadow.  If Position: Relative is removed the web part will disappear.) 

 

Shadow CSS Help 



Rounded Corners 



CSS3 has significant improvements for doing rounded corners for elements 
 
So if you have IE9 or above and/or other browsers that support CSS3 then 
the styling effort can be straightforward 
 
If you have IE8 (or lower) then you have to go through a more complicated 
set of steps to get rounded corners working 
 
CSS3 Version 
.s4-wpTopTable{ 
-moz-box-shadow: 0 0 2px 2px #e6e6e6; 
box-shadow: 0 0 2px 2px #e6e6e6; 
border-radius: 0px 12px 12px 12px; 
box-shadow: 2px 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,0.6); 
} 

 
 

Rounded Corners 



“The Works” 





Refinement Panel 

– You can tell the refinement panel to use your own 
custom columns for refinement categories 

– You can tweak the “scope” of the results 
examined, by default the refinement panel only 
examines the first 50 items. 

– You can increase the number of potential 
categories to show 

 

 

Search Tweaks 



Use to dynamically show all members of a department 
or group by querying the user profile 
 
Use to automatically show the last modified items from 
a particular site or area of a site… (i.e. Newest policy 
files…, Newest Events,  etc…) 
 
You can include scopes, operators and properties in 
your queries to make them very refined 

    (i.e. Display 5 Word documents that are of type XXX 
that were created in the last week)  

Fixed Keyword Searches 



DEMO 



In the end users want to feel that the Intranet helps 
them to be more “connected” with the organization 

 

Common ways for achieving this “connected” feeling 
include 
– News postings from management staff 

– New hire welcome highlights 

– Staff member spotlights 

– Upcoming Birthdays 

– Upcoming Anniversaries 

– Polls & Quick Feedback Mechanisms 

The People Element 



Amrein Birthday & Anniversary SharePoint Web Part (3rd 
Part Web Part) 
 
Can be configured to focus on either Birthdays, 
Anniversaries or New Hires 
 
Supported well through forums and feedback to support 
requests are very fast 
 
Works in *WSS/SPF, MOSS 2007, SharePoint 2010 Standard 
& Enterprise 
(In SPF it uses a list instead of the user profile system.) 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



Screens 



Amrein User Spotlight On (3rd Part Web Part) 
 
Randomly selects a user profile from the user profile 
system and displays the information 
 
Allows you to  specify the fields to show from that profile 
 
Allows you to filter out profiles that are “incomplete” or 
system accounts 
 
Works in SharePoint Standard & Enterprise (2007 or 2010) 

 

User Spotlight On Web Part 



Sample 


